
 
 

The Sentinel 
FROM THE PRESIDENT: 
 

Dear VCSS Members and Supporters, 
     The recent error discovered in the Virginia fourth grade textbook, 
Old Virginia: Past and Present, has alarmed many historians, educators 
and administrators across the Commonwealth.  In order to bring clarity 
and sound historic scholarship, I contacted the esteemed James 
McPherson of Princeton University and James I. Robertson, Jr., a well 
respected Civil War historian, Stonewall Jackson biographer and 
executive director of the Virginia Center for Civil War Studies.  
Commenting on the textual error, Robertson stated the following: 
 

     “…The statement in Old Virginia: Past and Present is totally false.  
Two explanations will be sufficient.  First was the fear among slave  
holders that if the government armed slaves, the blacks might shoot 
the owners rather than Union soldiers.  Secondly was the long-
announced defense by Southerners that blacks were biologically 
inferior to whites and, hence, needed to be cared for like children. As 
Georgia statesman Howell Cobb stated early in the war: “If you arm 
them and they make good soldiers, then our whole theory of slavery 
will be wrong.  The  Confederate  Congress repeatedly voted down any 
proposal at using blacks in the armies.  Late in February, 1865, such a 
bill passed (by a margin of one vote).  Two dozen blacks were recruited 
and officially mustered into the army.  They drilled on Richmond’s 
Broad Street, staged a parade around Capitol Square late in March, 
and did nothing else because Lee surrendered a few days later.   
 

     Hundreds of blacks served the armies as teamsters, earthwork  
construction gangs, nurses’ assistants, and stretcher-bearers.  A few 
may have accompanied their masters into the field and actually fought 
alongside them.  Yet no black saw service as an officially  enrolled 
Confederate soldier...” 
 

McPherson added the following: 
 “…Jackson's corps, and all Confederate armies, had a large number of  
African Americans as laborers, teamsters, cooks, body servants, 
hospital attendants, and the like.  They traveled with the armies but 
were not officially enrolled as soldiers.  Most of them were slaves, and 
were therefore not likely to be with the army "voluntarily" in the usual 
meaning of that word.  But some of them, especially body servants of 
officers, were undoubtedly close to their masters and may have taken 
up arms in the heat of battle, or carried rifles and other equipment for  
soldiers on the march.  But those who fought unofficially and 
voluntarily would number in the dozens, probably, not in the 
thousands...” 
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As many of you know from attending the 

October conference, we will be teaming up 

with NCSS next year to host the National 

Conference in our "backyard" of 

Washington, D.C.!  Please save the date for 

December 2 -- 4 at the Walter E. 

Washington Convention Center for 

"Dimensions of Diversity."  We hope that 

many teachers, professors, specialists, and 

exhibitors will submit proposals to present 

sessions at the conference.  The due date 

for all proposals is February 22, 2011, 

and information can be found below for 

electronic submission: 

http://www.socialstudies.org/dc2011propos

als/openconf.php  

 

We are working with NCSS to provide 

volunteer opportunities for Virginia 

teachers to help defray the costs to 

individual teachers and counties. If 

interested, please contact Craig Blackman 

at Blackche@cps.k12.va.us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http:/ www.vcss.org/ *** February 2011 

***The VCSS website is currently being 

revised under the direction of a new 

webmaster.  We will try to keep you 

updated (or you can update us) via our 

Facebook page at: 

http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Virgin

ia-Council-for-the-Social-

Studies/131516253526066. 

(Or search for Virginia Council for the 

Social Studies on Facebook.) 
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TEXTBOOK όŎƻƴΩǘΦ ŦǊƻƳ ǇΦ мύ 
 
As educators we need to seize the moment and turn this 
ƳƛǎǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ άǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΦέ  CƛǊǎǘΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ 
the internet for historical research has many pitfalls.  Mary Lynn 
Rampolla, in her book entitled A Pocket Guide to Writing in History 
(pg.18), provides the following criteria for evaluating internet sources.   
 
(1)  Does the author provide evidence for his or her assertions, such as 

citations and bibliographies? 
(2)   What are the author’s academic credentials? 
(3)   Is the site affiliated with an academic institution, press or journal? 
(4)   Is the site sponsored by a particular group or organization? Does 

the organization seem biased? 
(5)   What is the purpose of the site? 
 (6)  Does the information on the site coincide with what you have 

learned about the subject from other sources? 
 
May we use this recent episode to remind our students to think 
critically when assessing historical sources.   In addition, we need to be 
part of the solution and diligently review each social studies textbook 
when the next review process occurs. Furthermore, publishers need to 
do a better job including historians in the writing and reviewing 
process. As a resulǘΣ ǘƘŜ ±/{{ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ 5h9Ωǎ 
history and social science specialists in the next adoption cycle.  
 
Finally, to assist parents, teachers, and other community members on 
the topic of the role Black Confederates in the Civil War, I have listed 
the following the internet sites below:  
 
The Civil War Preservation Trust 
http://www.civilwar.org/  
 

Craig Blackman, President 
 

Mini Grant Program  
 

Do you need funds for a special project in your classroom?   If 
so, the VCSS Mini Grant Program has the solution!  VCSS will 
award grants of up to $500 to help provide that òextra somethingó 
for your students. 
 

Contact us at VCSSpresident@aol.com for more information and an 
application! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEH Summer Teachers Landmarks 

Workshops for School Teachers 
 

Sailing to Freedom: New Bedford and the 

Underground Railroad 
New Bedford, MA:  

July 17-22 or July 24-29 
 

This National Endowment for the 

Humanities Landmarks Workshops for 

school teachers presents leading scholars 

discussing the intersection of the 

Underground Railroad, whaling and 

maritime trades within the United States. 

New Bedford, MA, a premier seaport and 

whaling capital of the U.S. during the 

antebellum period, provides a perfect 

backdrop for a focus on the Underground 

Railroad and sea routes to freedom. The 

workshop also emphasizes the powerful 

reform forces within the free African 

American community and the Quaker 

establishment of New Bedford. The 

workshop takes place in downtown New 

Bedford, close to a working waterfront 

where many of the historic homes and 

churches that served as the sites of 

abolitionist lectures and activities have been 

carefully preserved. The workshop is 

directed by Timothy Walker, Associate 

Professor of History at the University of 

MA-Dartmouth and is co-sponsored by a 

collaboration that involves the New Bedford 

Historical Society, New Bedford Whaling 

Museum, the New Bedford National 

Whaling Historical Park and other cultural 

institutions. The workshop features such 

speakers as W. Jeffrey Bolster, David 

Cecelski, Kathryn Grover, Michael Dyer, 

Stuart Frank and Mary Malloy.  

 

Application deadline is March 1, 2011. The 

workshop will host 40 teachers each week 

who receive a $1200.00 stipend to cover 

program costs.  
 

For additional information contact:  

Lee Blake, Director Campus Compact  

Lblake@umassd.edu  

 

For fuller details please consult  

www.umassd.edu/undergroundrailroad 

 

Do you know of upcoming events, professional development 

opportunities, award -winning colleagues, great resources or 

other information that you would like to share with your 

social studies colleagues?  If so, please send the 

information to dneylan86@aol.com.  We are eager to keep 

our members up-to -date!  

http://www.civilwar.org/
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Need resources and training to help you 
teach or prepare to teach the new 

Economics and Financial Literacy SOLs? 

 

The Virginia Council on Economic Education 
(http://www.vcee.org) and its university-based centers 
for economic education seek to be a resource for 
teachers by providing each the background, curriculum, 
and materials to effectively deliver the essentials of 
economics and personal finance resources that today’s 
students need.  A variety of professional development 
opportunities are offered for all grade levels.  School 
divisions are encouraged to contact VCEE or a Center 
near them if they are interested in scheduling a 
workshop for teachers in their area. Workshops are 
provided to teachers free or at a minimal expense 
through funding provided to the Council and Centers 
from businesses, foundations, individuals, universities, 
the Commonwealth of Virginia and local school 
divisions. 
 
Go to http://www.vcee.org/workshop/list  for a list of 
all workshops currently scheduled at the various 
university-based centers. 

The Virginia Sesquicentennial 

Commemoration of the American Civil 

War 

 

     Given the 150
th
 Anniversary of the Civil 

War, many exciting activities are planned 

throughout the Commonwealth in 2011.  

To keep informed, go to 

http://www.virginiacivilwar.org/events.php 

and sign up to receive their FREE email 

newsletter.  The 2011 Signature 

Conference will be held on May 21, 2011 

at Virginia Tech.  The Conference Chair is 

Dr. James I. Robertson, Jr., and the theme 

is ñMilitary Strategy in the American Civil 

War.ò       
 

GATE 

The Global Association of 

Teachers of Economics (GATE) is 

a national and international 

membership organization sponsored 

by CEE exclusively for K-12 

teachers and others.  Membership is 

free and you get a 20% discount on 

all Council materials! 

EconEdLink  

Hundreds of lessons to choose from - 

and they're all FREE!  The lessons 

are searchable by topic and/or grade 

level. 
 

 
 

Looking for a way to incorporate Economics, Mathematics, and writing into your lessons?  

Why not try the Spring version of the Stock Market Game.  Itôs not too late to participate!  

Although the Spring session began on Feb. 7th, there is still time to register at 

www.stockmarket.game.org .  A promotional window runs from 1/31 ï 2/1, if youôd like to 

explore the program.  Thanks to a grant from the Scott & Stringfellow Foundation, the team 

fee remains $10.00. 

 

Contact Diane Neylan, Stock Market Game Coordinator, at smg@vcu.edu for information. 

http://www.vcee.org/
http://www.vcee.org/workshop/list
http://www.virginiacivilwar.org/events.php
http://www.councilforeconed.org/gate
http://www.econedlink.org/
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Online Courses on 
Ancient and Modern 
China  
  
The Enduring Legacy of Ancient 
China  
Mar. 2 ς May 10, 2011 
 
Changing China:  History & Culture 
Since 1644    
Mar. 2 ς May 10, 2011 
 
tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ƻǳǊŎŜΩǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ Y-
12 teachers are a fantastic way to 
learn about ancient Chinese history 
ŀƴŘ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ 
transformation.  9ȄǇƭƻǊŜ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ 
geography, belief  
systems, artistic traditions, and its 
relationship with the world in 
preparation to teach students about 
this economic and cultural 
powerhouse.  Each course also 
provides access to student-friendly 
tools and resources ready for use 
in your classroom.  Featuring live 
online chats with scholars, audio and 
video content, and exploratory online 
activities, these courses offer 
interactive learning opportunities on 
your own schedule.  
  
A 20% discount is available for NCSS 
members by using the NC2011 
discount code when registering.  
    
Two graduate credits are available 
per course.  Participating educators 
also qualify for a study tour to china.  
 
To register, contact Abby Detweiler 
(abby@primarysource.org) or visit 
www.primarysource.org/onlinecours
es.  
 
 

VCSS is looking for someone who would be willing to 

assume the responsibilities of putting out our newsletter.  

The Sentinel is published 2-3 times a year and is posted 

on our website and delivered electronically to members. 

If you would be interested in helping, please contact 

Diane Neylan at dneylan86@aol.com.    

 

mailto:abby@primarysource.org
http://www.primarysource.org/onlinecourses
http://www.primarysource.org/onlinecourses


Tracy ss Travels  

 

Once again, I am reporting from the NCSS ConferenceΧthis time from Denver, Colorado.  Although it was cold, 
it was also dynamic as we took in some new sights and sounds and ate at a new spot for me -  .ǳōōŀ DǳƳǇΩǎ 
Shrimp!  I had to buy a few souvenirs there!   
 
When you attend a conference as big as the nationals, you have to take a few days to process the incredible 
amount of both personal and professional excitement you experienced.  Below are a few of my own 
highlights. 
 
Probably the most exciting person I was able to meet was Hugh Ambrose.  The son of the renowned author 
Stephen Ambrose, Hugh was the historian who worked with the award winning HBO miniseries, the Pacific.  
Hence, the hardback Pacific was the story of those who fought it out in the gruesome World War II theatre.  
Anyone who watched the series knows of the horrendous conditions faced by those who served in those 
years.  Ambrose was charming and humble, and joked that creating the miniseries took longer than the war 
itself!  The inscription he wrote in my copy of the Pacific reads:   
For Tracy Dussia-  wishing you fair winds and following seas with thanks for all you do for all your students.  
Wow ς it is going to be placed in a truly special place in my humble library.   
 
The second major speaker that blew me ŀǿŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ aŀȅŀ {ƻŜǘƻǊƻ-Ng.  As a keynote 
speaker, Maya demonstrated her long and rich background in multicultural education.  She shared some of 
her insights on teaching, having taught social studies for 15 years at public and independent schools in New 
York and Hawaii.  She is now an education specialist at the East West Center, and is ready to publish her 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ, Ladder to the Moon.  She proved to me that teachers can be a soft landing spot for those 
children who are struggling to maintain their educational equilibrium.   
 
Finally, the highlight of the conference for me was the preview of the unreleased historic film, άConspirator.έ  
This is the story of Mary Surratt, who was the lone woman charged in the assassination of President Abraham 
Lincoln.  The story relays the conflict of Frederick Aiken, the Union lawyer who is tasked with her defense.  The 
American Film Company produced, and Robert Redford directed this poignant story. It gives the audience  
ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
assassination.  I am aware of the upcoming 150th anniversary of the Civil War, and I am always looking for new 
ways to present these historic themes:  war and peace, freedom and justice, and guilt and innocence.  I think 
the film will resonate with the general public and with the academic community as well. 
 
There were other wonderful speakers and workshops ς too many for any one person to attend.  But since the 
conference will be held in Washington DC in 2011, I urge all of our members to stay alert to this opportunity 
to help co-host a national meeting by attending.  The experience will renew your belief in the profession and 
the commitment you have to teaching students what they truly need to know in the social studies arena.   
 
See you in DC in December!!!!!!!!! 
 

Tracy Dussia 
Delegate to the NCSS House of Delegates 
VCSS Treasurer 

 


